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What Is o Writing Center?

A writhng center b collection of activities and punterinly in o cliss.
room lor the purpose of stimulating, guiding, wd encouraging chil-
dren to write, Matetialy are vsuidly displayed or astanged nan artistic
imanner v aselected Weme e, Clinistmns, Ao, baseball, winer).
*I'hemics miy Vaty decording to children’s interasts, curriculum toples,
and special days orevents, A writing center may utilize bulletin boards,
bunners, bookeses, foom dividers, colorful paper, posiers, and so on
(o stimulate new fdeas and help ehilden e, The writdng center
materials shouwld be arvanged functiomally so that eachitem by readily
aecessible and easlly returned to it original lovadon,

Besides providing an attractive seuing for the display and storage
of writing materials, o writing center showld also provide wiiting st
tlons where chilitren have u speelal and private place to write, Materis
aly such as special staddonery for writing friendly letters and official
sehool stadonery for writing buslness lewers lened anair of distinetion
to the center. The wriling center should not be viewed, however, is the
only plice for children (o write, A writing center’s main lunction is to
provide stimulation for writing,

Chililren do not write msturally, ‘They need real, exciting, and
imporuint reasons for encoding their thoughts, Without a legitimate
prrpose, wriling stems unimportant and pointless for many children,
Children need o be encoutaged 1o write ereatively but they should also
be 1anght expository writing. Activities ave needed 10 inspire many
types of expository writing, including those related to subjeet arcas,
“These writing activities, however, should be planned o complement
the reggular eurriculuin, thus avoiding “tack-on’’ assignments thatare
unrelaed o instrictional objectives,

6 =
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Rationale for o Writing Center

Writing Starts with Meaning

When ehildien are given the opportunity to wilte about their
thoughts md experiences, even beginning writers do very well, Whei
children wish to communicate thelr thonghts, they soon vealize the real
purpuse for writing, No one kivows what happens within childen’s
tinds when they write, We do know, however, tha childien can widte
when glven a legitdmate purpose for wiiting and when provided with
assistance as needed,

Children Can Apply Their Oral Language Competencies

Most children enter schiool as competent wsers of thely vative ol
Bangoage. They have learned the orgnslzation of Tinguage (grammar)
and internalired the way words are formed ime Tunetion i sentendes
without the benefit of fonnal instraction, They seem o have s bailtin
capacity for learning to process Linguagse.

Even very young schoolchildren know how woids aie combined
into sentences. What they need to Tearn are the wiitien cotiventions of
Linginige in order w encode theic thonghes gaphically; that is, spell-
ing, punctwtion, aipitalization, and so fordh, Learning the mechans
feal aspects of writing appears to be aveltively simple sk when com-
pared with learning the grammar and phonelogy of language, When
children begin o write, they can capitadize on their already highly
developed langunge abilities,

Writing Eliminates the Abstraction of
Traditional Language Instruction

Children are great users of inguage but encounter difficulty when
asked to analyze it, Onee langusge is noken into bits and picces as so
often happens in many language wxts, children frequently beconie
confused because of the level of abstraction. Whenever children are
required to label words, underline suibjects and predicates, and explain
the rules of punctuation and capitalization, they are heing asked 1o
analyze linguage, which is a highly abstact proceduse, Sueh exercises
do little to help children learn o write, They can, however, teach chil-

SRR
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dren to dislike language nstruction and convinet them that they are
inadequate tsers of their own lntyguage: “To learn o pneode one's
thoughts I wrlting wequires o great deal of practice, stimulation, nnd
chcourtgenent. The mechanies of writing wilusually be lenened nnd
retiined whon Hoked o significan writing activites and tatight as
needed,

Children Improve Their Thinking Through Writing

Childrer not only improve their writing skills by writing butalo
their understanding of the world about them, "The Dest wary to leatt or
test one's wnderstan ding of a concept iy to wrlie or talk ubout it. Because
writing is by definiton the encoding of thonghts, it helps clarify, ex-
tend, and improve the quality of thought.

Writing centets stinulate language and content learning, and they
can also serve 1o encourage children toexpress their innermost leelings
and thoughts, Fvery ehild has wmnch o share, Children's ideas st be
respected and fisened to if thinking and wlting abilities are to be ex
tended, Afer thonghts have been generated, children st he given
approprinte guidinice for putting their ideas in writing,

Children ean he intraduced to writing by dictiting their thouglhts
1o thedr wacher, While they dictaty, the wacher writes, While writing,
the teacher pronounces words miaking certin the ehild watehes the
words heing written, Soon children will want to write themselves, with
the teacher helping as needed. Eventually, hildren become independ.
ent writers, being guided only as theiv specific writing problems are
dingnosed,

Children's writing should be shaved, butit need not atwitys be with
the teacher, Writing can also be reid by peers, parents, hrothers, indsis.
ters. Ttiseasy to onvinee a child to share his writing when the writing
is related 10 2 purpose important 1o the child, Teachers should, how.
ever, read a sample of each student's writing weekly, From this sam.
pling, teachers can idemtily one ov two of the most glaring wriling
problems for each student, Children can then be grouped for instnae
vion according to their particular weaknesses,

If children ate o write freely and openly, they must be in a class.
room where trust exists between weacher and students, When students

“ 7
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e intinddivted they write less, and the writing that does cinerg e ds often
stilled and less thun bonest, 1E we begin with positive, worthwhite
experiences, childven will g it easy wwrite, Childien will communis
cile when they have something o shane,

Let us now see how o writhg center can implensent the ideas dis
tebsed whove,
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Selected Activities, Materials, and
Equipment for a Writing Center

This chapter tlescribey spee ifically what a writing centey i and how
to plan nod develop one, A hrief commentary aeeonmpanies eath activs
ity dostription o charify is vise fiv u wHiting center,

Activities To Stmulate Creative Writing

The activities i this sectfon are pased on children’s everyday X«
periences and language pattetiis, “They encourage childien i write eies
atively as well as to think of commun shjects, situations, annd events in
creative ways, Children's ereative writing not anly produees delightiul
products and pleasam experiences, italso provides chililven oppoitis
nitles 1o think thoughts that they have never thought before,

The bulletin board ideas and poster activities discussed below are
basic components of a writing center. They can provide ariistic, cyes
catching themes to stimulate many types of writing, The Box Items,
Things, Common Objects, and Empty Books dlso deseribed in this see
tion provide additional ideas for motivating writing,

Bulletin Boards can be used to present themes that require children
to write ns an integral part of the display, or they can be used simply as
the foeal point for a theme [ustrative bulletn board ideas listed
below provide a varicty of writing opportmities for children,

Circus theme! A clown figure holds batloons, each of which has

cireus picture on it.

g



Chrdstimas theme: The poem *“Uhe Night belore Chrdstinas' is HHis.
trated (o deplet the nsfde of o howme, Chlldien ae asked w witie u
cinmilative poemt jointly authored by wiembers of e «lass,

Winter theme: Children wiite winter stoties and poeins that are
exhibited on designated objeets ina winter show sceie,

Baseball theme: ‘The poemr "Casey at the Bar' is ilustrated, Chils
dren ate invited to write poeinsto go withothien baseball picires on
the bultetin board.

Posters cim be nitde from 187 x 217 picces ol coloted tighoand, con-
struction paper, cloth, and other materials. Posters serve much the
same function as bulletin bomds for motivining ohildren's writing,
Stimulate children's ldeas for writing by using the following poster
icleas,

Gypsy fortuneteller: A palmereading gypsy is illustated witly writ

ing ideas placed on hand-shuped antouts on the poster,

Past/future time capsules: Writing ideas are placed in Leggs panty-
hose containers tiat are glued 1o the poster.

hn
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Bitkea:posie: Writing ideas ate placed biy Bowet petals.

Hauieed hotse: Writing ileas are placed on ghoss thataee tloating
atouiid the house

Hox 1eemy cotilain variotls ohjects 1o encoutage Childien o wiite

about ideas they find in the box,

‘Think tande ‘This box contiiis stuty stativrs wiitieh oncitont
yliestion tarks:

‘Treasute thest: This box conttainsstoty startes wiitten vn gold voin
replicas.

Mystery box: This box toteding beginning patagraplistostimutate
thie wrlting of mystery sioriey,

Mailbox: This box thables ehildren to send notes 1o thels licruls,
Madl is delivered by a classtoot messenger each day,

Phyingy wie casily wade comstriedons that v stimulate writifig o

vatied and detightiul wayy,

It viee: A branth iy used s a tiee with story statteds pitted vn
paper leaves,

Jabber jar: Small objeces such as a b hetl wateh, bonleaap, tish
lowok, or picce of cloth are placed ina jar. To stinmhine children’s
imagiations, giiestions on the jar ask, What s it? Where did i
cone flom? Who used it?

Plck-a:pocket: A buttoned shivt is Tuing on i ¢ lothes langer with
tousers pinned w the shite, Writing ideavae placed inthe shitcand
trestiser pockets,

Catch o bluebird: A cardboard birdhouse is cotistrncted with story
starters written on hluebirds thar are Hocking aroumt the house,

Common objects, suchaya worn bicydetire, chrwed bone, or rusty

skate are displayed with questions: Where has it beei? What happened?
Wha was involved? Why did it huppen? Other objedts for use it this
way could be an oldshoe, a well.chewed penedl, i eatcher's ity abat

tered suitcase, 4
11
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Enippty hooks of catious shapes and sizes cin b ile asing ooty
slkue tion papet, tontact papes, and wallpapet. They canbeshapeal like
animals, sports equipment, sitoiobiles, winbretlas, anil sooon, Tiny,
large, tallatd thin, and short and wide books mightalsowaggest differs
eht topits 1o write about. With the varibas shaped book covery pros
videdl, pages for the boak can be iade by tracing aromad the cover, In
most cases, stoties will not be placed inthe book vintil thestory has beeri
pettected, Other fdeas for book shapes include ansimals (chack, rabhit,
kangaton, tger): inanbimiste objecrs (star polive car, bell, tap spoins
flemis (boxing glove, fishing hat, baskethall, catctin's masky; Fond

Acsthetics and Writing

The world around us provides innumerable stimali for creative
writing. ‘The sounds, sights, and sinells of namre and other sensory
expericnices cah provide exciting ways of stimulaving thoughis within
children, Through insighful questions, teachers can ellcit mueh stu-
dent discussion and eventual wiiting, The followly activities 1epes
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: scnl cmly a few nf lhE many ldtm related 1o "whe warld azound us.”

7. Open the window: Have the childrenstand Byan open windowand -

- listen @fefully to the sounds they hear- Ingroduace children to de- :

. seriptive wriling by listing: descriptive weords and phrases that
_ tluldrem camnbule,

- 'I’aké a walk- A walk through the neigh:borhand, cemetery, or '
_ woods provides an excellent way of helpings childen become more
o sensmve tos their physical environment. Prepare children tobe per-
- . ceplive observexs before the rip. Help chilliren generate descrip-
I live languggc: befnre they bEglr! their writdng athoty r.hcu' c:;pgn-, . :
Cences. on the [ﬁp : L

:"Bﬁng it to class Encz:urag: thlldren to Biing Ilnwers. ﬁﬂlmals,
A leaves, and insedts (0 share with the cluss, Writing Follows after
: ”mur.h i;’alli::lngF feehng. looking, and smelldng. "

Audmmsusl m;atemls' Filrs, Eilmstrips, audiotapes, records, and
ove hﬁd El’aﬂSpal’EﬂC!ES expose children to thimgs im the outside .
world. These new ideas stimulate writing. Such audjorvisual mate-
tialsareavailable from the school's mediacenter -or mary I)Ehl’l:lughl :
“from ljnmE by the chldren Belore writkng. childan c:;mntemcnn ;
srmll gmups to share thoughts and impressionss, :

C.‘hxldren ‘s hls-rnlufe can be used (o mspm: chEliren 0 do many;’
‘ kinds of creative writing. Here are some suggsestions. )
.AWme ‘the last g:hapter. Ask children tce reaad a beook p to the last-
:chapter and lhen wme their own versionss of thacfinal cbnpmr

- Wme ;uall tale, fauy tale, or fable: 'Thr:selucraryf fﬂrmsdrefaﬁnllar

1o ch;!dren and prawde yet another appealing wiy of mativating
= c;hxldnen 1o write. Read manysuch slnrns twochildien znd ghen h*we
o thiem Icad seleciions of the sametype. Follow thes reading Exp:‘:r
- ‘erm:s wuh dts:us_e.mns bel‘c:nre asking chil«lien sto \\'rllc cheir c::wn

‘ falry ‘tale or [able.’

\v‘ane a piclure bﬂﬂk Aller reading a book fo thaeclass, divide stu-

no gn‘:lups tod wa scqu(m:!: of ph:mns, fullnwmg lhe plot




~‘of the story. Then individual children may dictate or write about
the particular picture each drew. Upon completion, each group
‘will have its own collective version of the story.

Wrire a new old story: Read a lairy 1ale 10 vour class or have chil-
dren read their favorites individually. After reading, help children
- develop a story using the theme of the original iale but with differ-

eni characters and siiuations for their siory.

ing. Abslmz[ painting :md sru!pmrc are (Lspttmlly huml [ur gener-

- aling creative stories.
©. - Abstraci an: Show the children an abstract painting or a piece of
sculpiure, After small-group discesions, ask childien o wiite a
nulated by the are picee.

" story based on the ideas s

Famous prints: Afier displaying and discussing a fameous painting,
have children write stories based on the huppenings i the picuure,

About colors: Read Mary O'Neill's Hailslones and Halibut Bones
to the class. Then guide each studem to idemify his or her favorite
l‘ﬂh)i and describe how that color makes him or her feel.

Wrm‘ and illustrate a haiku: Expose your students o oriental ant
hased_nn the natural beauty of the world, Read many haiku selec-
tinns to your students. Then have them write a haiku and illustrate
it.

. Music-related activities are also an cffective mode for stimulating

- writing. ,
What did you hear? Play a recording of program music, such as
“*Piciures at an Exhibition™ by Moussorgsky. Follow up by asking -

children to write a story bised on the feelings generated by the
_rﬂllslff.

: :Phy a snng and have lhE (hlldl’{' lﬁwn 10 lhe wnrds am! drsfnhc
" how thee racter in lhc song felt or how the song makes thf;m feel.
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y'vafmus instrun
discussion dealmg wuh lhe “persnmluy nf each mslrumem

Cam:lude by havmg each child write a story with selected i ms;rm :

ldren have great 1msgmauans and love to make believe, Tmc,h :
ﬂlze on lh('sr:ahxlm;s in chlldn-n I‘nliuwm nrcexampl i
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Af I were . .. : These topics stimulate children 1o envision them- .
sc:lw:s in various social roles. This writing activity isalso agood wayto.
learn children’s attitudes and value systems. The list of roles [or chis
activity is unending. Students might write about “IfI were (the princi-
pal of my school; the teacher; the President of the United States; or my

dad .. )."”

What if ... ? Thisactivity emables children o experience viriols
sitnations \-lfanausly through the use of their imaginations, This list
of situations is also unending: “What if (the world were flay; prople
‘had no hair; there were no birds in the world: you had everything you-

‘wanted)?”

‘ Let's pretend: Thisisanother series of open-ended topics thatintro-
~duces children to per sonification: that is, animals and ingnimate ob-
“jects take on human characteristics. Examples are: | am a plow horse
- ‘whao lives in Kentucky; I am an eraser on a penc il: I am a mouse who

“lives in the principal’s office; am a tiger without any stripes.

(Happiness) is . . . : This activity helps children think about the
‘meaning of abstract terms that they use frequently but that are diffi-
. cult to define. Such an exercise might help children clarily and articu-
late their feelings about others and themselves. Topics could incdude: -
anc is...: Angeris.. Lgnf:hm%s is...:Joyis. ... :

]ust f:nf fun. Most children enjoy having fun and being silly. Iht;
livities listed below capitalize on this interest and motivate children
write, Such activities help children overcome the notion that wmmg L

“mnust be unpleasant.
Write a riddle about our science unit.
Write a joke about the women'’s liberation movement.

S Create your favorite cartoon character from a plastic bleach haulc'z-‘
. and mhct selected materials. Then write 2 stary about him or ht‘f

—Wrm: a nonsense e st ry ‘about when y(mr ihjg jmmjd the .lrmy
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g " Action activities. These activities give children the opportunity 1o~

-interact with their classmates, The fun inherent in these activities helps

i;hlldren overcome their inhibitions to wriie. '
Write it, don't say it: For 10 minutes cach day the only way anyone
.is allowed to communicate with classenates is by writing. Students
can communicate as much as they wish but they cannot wlk.

Food to eat: A lunch is brought 10 school for each member of the

class. ‘After eating, the class discusses and writes about the food

using descriptive words and phrases describing how the food
~ smelled, tasted, looked, and felt.

Fish for an idea: Writing ideas are written on paper fish. Each fish
‘has a paper clip for a mouth and is caught when the child “'goes -
fishing™ with a magnet on the end of fishing pole stiring. Thisisa
: fun activity for younger children. B

“Fill in the balloons: Cut the dialogue balloons out of a comic élripl
- Mount the comic strip on white paper. The child’s task istowritea
new dialogue, These comic strips can be used over and over if clear
-~ acetate is placed over the picture and children write on it witha
grease pencil.

c inldren Enjny taking partin group wriling activities. For llmse: )
'dems whc:: Prevmusly have not written rnuch lhls isan effcruve wsy

ithin the class. This feeling in turn smnulau:s more Lnlhusnsm Iar .
wn ing Jnd helps overcome negative feclings many smduus dsm(ml:
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© Cumulative stories. Starting with an inital paragraph, childre

ke their contributions to the story s it is passed from one (0

hedule this activity as independent work, Alier the story

pleted; children enjoy lisiening for the pait they wiote when (l
re

d orally by the teacher. Throughout the schaol year, coi
cumulative stories cart be placed in an anthology bookle. This

be 1eproduced so that each child has a copy. Following are some story

o
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-h; lxed dng named E]Dndle Elﬂndlc isa’ he

| h.we a cule; sh;aggy
yas [ was [eedi

: dc:g who samehx:w wias gwen (he name Blandie. One da
him, he lookedat me. withears ;mndmg upand said, “Idon't really like™
. vlhls dog food. 1 would rather havea big steak!™ Istoad inshocked amaze-

ment. My Blm\d ; a-:lually mlked

27 The light got bngh(er ami bnghter as the shlp seuled toward the

earih. Then there was aslight flutterand it cumne torest. 1held my breath,

: _wandermg what weuld happen next, Suddml) ahole in the bottom of - -
"the ship operied up and a ladder came down slowly. The figures that

8 ,:ameaulwean::und spmdlylegged and bright grzenmtnlur—-]unhke -/

: Mafs ueamres are suppas:d o 1ook. What should I do? Should 1 speak?

my hiding place a moment more. [

I~} kmd of Jibhé sh, so [ decided 1o call lhem _Jabber-

wers ch yvdnmg?

a bcauuful autumn day The trees were shlsze wuh color :md

I day, The class was ‘quietly working as the tcm‘:hen
k. As she handed Cathy a Kleenex for her cver—dnppmg i
1 to ahsent- mmdeﬂ Tom o pull up his pants zipper, .
the loudsp ku;-r erackled and a voice said, “Tomorrow will bea freeda
“there will be no 5chcn-ﬂll" The children begar 1o jumpand scream with
y. One Ie!!mq: was dancing on his desk, and a girl was happily singing
The teacher stood in shocked amazement. Why would school be
,lddle gf the fall? She hal;l to ﬁnd oul whal was wmngl -

es rolled Endltssly lQWﬁrd the shore, cfashmg l‘urmusly agams
r ,sendmg countless sprays of foam skyw;:rd 1 shwf: edon
imy  rock. “The sun was slowly setling hehind t
ave been shlpertkr:d on this island for aweek: |
1l happened torme. When I setsail in my new boat theday was balm
unly a gentle breeze. Then | remembered the nmsr: I h:ard
' ed as 1f smntlhmg were breaking apar( '

Class. ngmspﬂpgf Involving children in the puﬁlic;’ﬂiﬂﬁ of a cl:
is 3 tearn pm]e«:t that provides many appnrtumlies fm’ wri

mvglved in some aspgct DE lhe pubh
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' news, chlldren s stories and poems, sports, jokes and cartoons, edi-
u:pnal c;plmr:m

Class anthology of poetry. Another good group writing project is a
© class poetry anthology. Throughout the schaol vear, children’s poems
- can be collected into a loose-leaf amhulngy Poems are categorized by
" 'topics, and a common format is uscd reg.

g type of paper, ink color,
. number of illustrations, and type style,

The original hook becomes a
" part of the classroom library. Copies can be reproduced for each child
.and the school library. Such a project helps children develop asense of
pride in their writing.' A similar project can be organized to assemble -
‘4 callsﬂmn of students’ stories,

Dui‘ussmn and writing teams. Introduce children (o fictitious situ- -
ations through the use of topic sentences and questions that suggest
additional details. Given these questions and topic sentences, three to
five ihlldren collectively discuss and writea

) prncidurc istostart witha groupdiscussion o generate ideas, and then
have esch mdmdu,;l write his own story. Flere are four %
ucns

imple situa-

.*Slumping in the lifeboat, the survivors watched the ship sink’ =~
. fmm sight. )
..Where are all the places this story could take pluce;
- Who are the different peaple that coutld be in this story?
What are all the possible weather conditions for this story?
Whm mxghl this story take place?

w2, Mary, lﬁmkmg out the window of the plane, noticed one of the
.wmgs ‘was on fire, ‘
" Where'is Mary going?
" Who is with her?
Why is she nn thrs mp?*‘

ml.a\
PEJ\
@

story. The group dyndrﬂu:s’_'
mhcrem in thisactivity produce highly creative writing. An alternative -
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3 Wh;le explﬂrmg the attic nf an old hnuse, Bill, smelling smoke, £

rushed to the door and found i it locked.
© . Why was Bill in the attic?

. Who are some other people it
" When might this story be taking place?

~ What weaLhEr conditions might be outs!
ray boulder sealed the en- - -

hat might be in the story?
ide the old house?

4. With a thunderous crash, a large g

- trance. o the cave
.. Are any people in the cave? Who might they
- Where might this story take place?
7 How, ‘does lhe cave look? Is it big,
:_'.When is the siory aking place?

be?

little, damp, scary?

: 'Spm a-slory- Th\s activity is played by ateam of live children, Each -
1kes a turn spinning a pointer on a clock- like dial that is number d
from one to 10 Using the coded lists below, the first child spinsto’
ctermine the male character of the story, \he second child spins to T
ebu{y the female characzer, and so forth. This process is [ollowed by .
m d\so:ussmn and then writing. : ed by -
vua_ll students, L

$pin-a-story can also be us

Characters (Female)
1. My mother
9, The librarian
3. A telephone operator
4. My grandmother
5. A neighbor
6. The doctor
7. A bus driver
8. An airplane p\lm
9. The doctor’s secretary Lo
10. My aunt s

, '1My unclé
3 M}' grsﬂdfalhér
: Dur mlmster .

6. A‘ depanmem store clerk
e A policeman _ '
_ Thr: dentist
The barbct
10.°A taxi driver

mals in the story Time al the story
1. Early in the morning -

My litledog . :
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. 2. My big dog
" 3. Buttons, our cat
"4..Tico, our pet parakeet
5. My goldfish

6. A monkey in the pet store
7. A lion in the z00

8. A squirrel in our yard

9, My pet gerbil
10. Three ducks

Situation

1. A lost pel

- A" broken window

“A missing bracelet
..A-burning house
Forgotten homework
A 'surprise

. When I ran the lastest
A cat in the tree

A driverless car
Alm‘n: and {rightened

oo T wa 1o,

-10,

S

3hﬁur§ of television and radio commercials. They have rich back-
gmunds on which to draw when ssked to write their own commercial
Commercials are most effective when used in the context of “breaks’

2. On a frosty winter night

%. The middle of the night

4. Just as the sun was rising

5. As the clock struck 5:00

6. On a hot summer day

7. On a gray November day

8. In the middle of a rainstorm

9. Early in autumn
10. On a bright spring morning

Commercials, Most children have been exposed to hundreds of. -

during a student-produced TV, radio, or puppet show. Television .
’sh',ws can be Slaged with a cardboard set constructed by children arrby\ =

5 ﬂg a wdealape camera, 1( zmuhble R'u:lm 5hnws can ht :f[f:c ively -

[f!cé




group uf fhlldl’eﬂ can share the responsibilities for writing the seript -
and; pmclucmg the scroll ‘illustrations. Such presentations can be

bas&d on children's interests, smml studies units, current events, ora -
popular television series. )

Puppsz plays. Writing scripts, constructing props, and presenting
puppﬂ plays based on children’s real interests are exciting and effec-
tive ' ways for children to write and work cooperatively. Instructions
are described in numerous

: for constructing various types ol pupp
' pubhcaunns many of which are available at public libraries.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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e Activitigs To Stimulate Expository Writing

an Qveremph ,‘EIS on creati ve writing, Creative writing gener-nlly r::ﬁ:rs L
“to imaginative stories whil expasumy wrmng is lht;lughl to be more

xpgsnary wmmg oftén ‘neglected in the elementary school duL to’

at:;:um[ely desrrlbe wr
: anh&‘)ul presemmg mft::rm:armn mherenl o the slc:mry? Drl it pos ,lble{ﬂ}r
_lo produce an expms:mry piece without original and creative thinkin ng?;
‘Il would appear ‘that all writing hy its very nature is both ereativ B

db
: mfn:hrmalwe cherlhe!fss there is some justification for (leah s h E

" CTE suve and expository wriling as separate catlegories.

: ThE ‘following expository writing activities fall under two main

'"PEDP]E Are Impnrlam and-“Write To LE m.” "PEDP]E:F:
ctiv u apushze on children's high in

nﬂwledge abﬂul im p tant persons in their lives. *Write T Learr
tuvmes I [

]Ele wrmn to learnmg in. xhe content a
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lead to such writing 2 t
dren urne 10 wme in a dlary each dayis
ay nf encouraging chxldren to write. The cnmes can
ate, Wriling d 1
Lhal» writing is merely lhE encndmg nf one's
res for the construction and use Ql’ dxanes ca be
ively wuh (h;ldren._ e

"Wm ng:about my farrul-y Starting with drawmgs or p ,nmgraphs
amilies is a fun way to motivate children to writ
r : pn::hsbly be longer, more complex’ grammm
lly sml more mler sung ycl thlldrm are lxkely o find it ea r:r
n ather ki an acuvuy can vary in sophistica-
tmn from one page tnmgmmg apicture with one dlcldleﬂ'sfmence‘
10 a lenglh ‘and mmprehenswe farmly hmgraphy :
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o bidga'phies. When writing aﬁtnﬁiagrsphies. aswellasother expos-
- itory types of writing, children need to be madeaware of the umque
s:yllsuc demands af parucular types ol writing.

My pets: Even timid children respond enthusiastically when asked

to write about their dogs, cats, or pet rabbits. The writing task be-
comes much easier for children when they are communicating -
about topics of personal interest. '

: ﬁbﬂul others. Children's interest in other people's behavior, atti-
ludes and p-::rceptmns can lead 1o wmmg based on the:r telallﬂnshlpﬁ

te TV’ spcnns movie, or music persnnaluy to pldt‘:t‘ on a bul!t‘uﬂ :
: b\:)ard Ear:h (hlld sel&:ls a p[c[ure The task is to nsmrch andv wnté

repml Backgfﬂund mfﬂrmaucn can be ﬂb:mmd frﬂm T\’ spx:ns, o

and mr_iwe magazines; record jackets; or by wnnng pubhcuy de-": -

pgr[menls for informadion. When the reports are completed, each . -

author reads his or her compaosition aloud while the class views the' _
’ pmures Alter hearing the report, the children in :he class lry o
... guess the persunaluy described.

‘Student of the day: Each morning a student's name is drawn ran-
.domly from a box. Then a Polaoid picture is taken of the person
‘whose name was drawn. The picture is placed on a **Student nf lhe
"Day" bulleun board. The object of the activity is for all class mem-
. bers to wme anote saymgsmmezhmg niceabouteach Student of the
l)ay'k All notes are placed on the bulletin bﬁﬂrd The prucess Eﬂl] _
tinues unul all names h::v ' been drawn,

d write'a smry basr:d on their perceptions of that visa g
pm ulmg a gmd reasn fm' wrmng this acu\my Ellsﬂ pn‘:v:dts an’
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My fivorite frdend: Have youy students wiite o blographical siory
about their favorite friend. The story might deal with the friend’s
persona! interests, matnerisms, abilities, and soclal relationships.
One beneficial side effect of thiskind of writing assignment is that it
can increase children's friendships and appreciation of one an-
other,

1]

Lelter writing. Children (and sometinies teachers, ton) tend W
separate the world in the schoolroom from the “'real world,™ Perhiips
this distinction stems from the artificiality of the netivitiey often nssoeds
ated with school, Letter writing can help to bridge that gap by provid
ing a real purpose for writing. Below ure suggested naterialy and
guides to be included in a writing center to motivate children 1o write
business and [riendly letters, .

A variety of special stationery (or boys and gitls should beavailable

to inspire children to write personal letiers, Offfcial school stus

tionery could also be used for business letters when appropriate,

A writing center could includea special chair and table for writing
letters. Children should help make rules that establish procedures
for its use,

2ip code maps, addresses of pen pals, and frequently used business
addresses should also be readily available in the writing center,

2 27




Wrlte To Leatn
Content ated activitizs. Wilting facilitnes thonghe, “Therefore,
writing should be an integral part of the content areas of the curtiews
le, T ehitdeen are 1o leatt to think sockil studies, sticivee, and math,
they ticed oppottiitiities to clarily ahd exteid their thoighits by talking
and writiing aboint those toples, Wiiting about content areas provides
practice inusing the specialired vorabulary in the vavions diseiplines,
Such writing activides impiove both ehildien's witing atd thei
utiderstaiding of voncepns being considered,. Sample adivities we
fisted helow,
Sorial studies and svience resemel teports: The wiiting aenter tan
support tesearch activities by 1) areating bulletin boand and postet
activities oit themes related to units of study: 2) providing nuny
writing activities linked to content instudion; and 3) providing
general reference materfals related to spelling: vsage, writing style,
synonyins, atd documentation, Selected veference materials ean be
temporarily placed in the wiiting centet as patt of a featined writ
itg project,

Historical chiracters, places, and situations: For social studies con-
cepts 1o come alive, activities st be related 1o childien's expeti-
eiees, Role playing, drnnatizations, puppet shows, media ot
tions, and the reading of historical Tiction all enable a child wrelive
the past. ‘These activities can be Tollowed by written deseriptions
ot analyses of what transpired dutinig o patticalar activity. Activi
ties based on characters, places, and situations of the past provide
exciting ways for children o relate 1o past ind “or distam culiures.

Science Hetion stories: One of the major skills of scientific tnegguiry
is the forming of hypotheses, Forming hypotheses tequites hothan
understanding of what is and an ability to make reasonable predics
tions based on present kinowledge, Enconraging children to write
science fiction stories provides an opportunity o hypothesize about
future developments hased on present knowledge, This activity
provides an excellent stimulus for writing and also developy in-
sightful and divergent thinking,

i)()
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ovettome the confston and absiaciiess related © sory problems
i math b o have them write problems for theb: peers o solve, Be.
sitdes providing excellent math insmiction, suchan expetience pro
vides another legithmate reason for asking chilthen o wiite,

Newspapertelated activities. The daily newspaper s o readily
avadlable revouree that can be relited to all caicuhom aeas, The
ewspiperaelated arivitdes sigggested below provide childien with
putposes for writing and abso relate 1w content aress.

Headtues: Eyesoatching heandlines niake jgreat story staners, They

can becutoutof the newpaper and liled by wpic Even thoughsome

headbnes become dated and e stonies than chitdien wiite e

Hettions, they have an opportiunity 1o practice news wiiting. At

the samie time, they are learming to wiite in an enjoyable way,

sound-ofl; A special bulletin board is pliced ina writing center for
childien's notes to express theit opinions on cunenttopicsof inter-
est, This npportunity to voice theit opinfons and to read the opine
jons of others might help childien become mote sensitive o the
wishes of uthers.

Dear Abby: Children wiite to Abby yegarding o pevsotal of social
problem using an anonyimons ninne, Onee dweek the (uestions ure
resadd el discussed by e Cass, which tliey atiempts tearrive atun
answer to the problem that veftects the consensiiy of the class. Notes
are typewritten to insure anonyiily, Suth a proceditre encouriages
students to think criticatly and to not accept every idei that is ex-
pressed,

What do you think? ‘This activity directs children's atention to
articles in newspapers or magazines that are related to their sehool
work. After reading an artiele of their choite, children write their
reactions to it and place them in i container, Children take turns
reading the entries and leading subsequent discussions.

Special days, events, seasons, and sports, Children enjoy the excites
meit of special occasions and festivities celebrated throughout the

090
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year, These evenis pravide a wealth of topies to stimulite creative wrdis
derivation-und chatacteristies of such happenings can become an iote-
gral part of soclal studies or science units, Capltalize onchildren's high
interests in the [oHowing topics,
Special days: Christmas, Euster, Hilloween, Valentine's Day,
Washington's and Lincoln's birthdays, St Pattick’s Day, April
Fool's Dy, May Day,

hall, foothall, track, hunting, lishing,

Sayings, Cliches, platitudes, proverbs, slogans, and popular come
mercials rellect cultural attitudes, values, points of view, and belicls,
Even though such expressions are often trite, they do communicate and
reflect the sentiments of o wide segment of society, Writing explana-
tions of such expressions encourages suidents to consider their mean-
Ing in the social context in which they are used,

31
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Picture dictionaries and dictionaries, Digtionaries of different levels
should he provided to match children's needs, They should range from
picture dictiotaries to those comprehiensive enongh to satisfy gifted
children's requirements,

Thesaurus, This kind of reference volume is an indispensable tool
for the writer, Children will need specific instruction in the use ol a

use i thesaurus if sitiations are planned to create i need for using one,
‘The mere presence of o thesauruy dovs not assure its use,

Handbooks of English, Reference sources regarding capitalization,
punctuation, sentence structnre, agreement of subject and verh, nd
acceptable usage are necessities for the writer, Ifchildrenare o become
effeetive writers, they need to make use of appropriate reference materi-
ials, These handbook materfitls can range from children’s Linguage
textbooks 10 more sophisticated publications, Writing problems (re-
quently encountered by a group of children can bealleviated in part by
placing exemplary information on poster charts,

Eneyelopedias. Encyclopediay provide childien with a limited

this resource answers most of their research needs, Older and morestble
children, however, should not be limited o this one source of data,

Art Materials

Clay, easels, painting supplics, soap, pipe cleaners, and other mate-
tials can be useful in the writing center, These materials and refated
activities should be varied periodically to insure children's continued
interest, ‘The number of art activities (o be used atany one time and the
length of time they are displayed will depend on the children’s interest
and the activities involved.

Audiovisual Equipment
Audiovisual eqaipment adds yet another dimension to a writing
center. Record players, tape recorders, overhead projectors, filmstrip
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projectors, and movie projectors can be used effectively to stimulate
creative writing, Records, tapes, overhead transparencies, filmstrips
and movies can be purchased commercially, brought from home, or
prepared by children and teachers to motivate creative and expository
wriling,
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Writing Guides for Children

The writing center concept is based on the assumption that chil-
dren learn to write by writing with a minimum amount of direct in-
struction, Children, however, do need guidance and instruction to de-
velop effective writing skills, The writing guides outlined below
should be included in writing centers to help direct and improve stu.
dents’ writing abilities. Guides complement but do not replace teacher-
directed instruction. Instruction based on diagnosed writing needs of
particular children will still be needed.

Descriptive words. Good writers use descriptive words. Open-
ended lists ‘can be posted in the writing center to which children refer
and add new words, Words can be categorized according to:

Movement: Scurrying, bobbing, prancing.

Sound: Screaming, rustling, splashing.

Color: Transparent pink, burnished brown, muddy brown,

Pattern: Weather lined, spotied, splotched.

Condition: Parched, tranquil, ancient,

Smell: Musty, fishy, clean.

Feelings: Abandoned, desolae, anxious.

Texture: Velvety, prickly, knobby.

Shape: Rounded, craggy, pointed.

‘Words instead of said: Replied, stammered, chirggd.

.+ 85
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Tools of the writer. Just asartists have brushes, palnts, and canvas,
so writers have their tools, Alliteration, simile, metaphor, personifica
tion, and onomatopoeia are used by writers to create pictures, feelings,
and sounds in the consciousness of their readers. Children can be made
aware of such tools by open-ended lists in the writing center, T'he fol-
lowing examples illustrate each tool,

Alliteration: The occurrence of two or more words having the same

{nitial sound, such as dirty dusty driver, curious canary, and slinky

slithering snake,

Simile: A figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicity
compared, such as a ship as tall as the sky, clouds like feecy sheep,
and hair like steel wool.

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which two unlike things are im-.
plicitly compared, such as ice cream castles, whipped cream walls,
and skyscraper waves.

Personification: Attributing to an object, animal, or abstraction
certain human characteristics, such as the fire listened, the horses
screamed, or their love sang,

Onomatopoeia: The use of words that sount like their referent,
such as clip-clop, hiss, ot blurp.

Poetry forms. An effective way for childrento begin writing poetry
is by utilizing the specific formats of different poetic styles. Thisis not
to imply that one can produce quality poetry simply by following a
formula, However, such structures give children a tangible format
from which to start writing, The following poctry forms, their char-
acteristics, and an example of each may be displayed on posters in
writing centers to remind children of various poctic forms and lo ¢n-
courage their use.

-Haiku Acrastic poems
Couplet Cinquain
Triplet Tanka
‘Limerick Diamante

: Qualrain
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Handwriting charts, Even though perfect handwriting is not usu-
ally emphasized, children should have a visual image of exemplary
handwriting, ‘To show children how writing is supposed to look,
handwriting charts should be displayed in the writing center, Younger
children might need sueh aids more than older students,

Farmats for friendly and business letters. Writing guides showing
the format for letter writing can be displayed on posters in the writing
center, These should include the location of the various components
used in both friencdly and business letters. Ata glance, children will
know which letters to capitalize, where (0 place colons and commas,
what is found in the inside address, and so forth, Such visual aids help
with the mechanical aspeets of letter writing, thus freeing the children
to concentrale on the thoughts they want to communieaie,
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In Conclusion

The teacher-made materials suggested in this fasthack will probably
be more effective than commercially prepared items because of teacher
involvement. There is no magic found in the writing cenler materials
and activities; they are only tools, Activities will stimulate children’s
writing only to the extent that the teacher implementing them under-
stands the rationale for their use. A certain "magic” dots emerge, how-
ever, from knowledgeable and enthusi stic teachers, Somehow chil-
dren “catch’ these teachers' zeal for learning and genuine interest in
people, Such exhilarating persons not only stimulate writing, but
more importantly, exemplify the ultimate goal of education—joy in
learning and living.




